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AP WORLD HISTORY

COURSE SYLLABUS

Mr. Wade
Course Description:
The AP World History is a college level course designed to develop a greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and contacts in interaction with different types of human societies.  This understanding is advanced through a combination of factual knowledge and analytical skills.  The course highlights the nature of changes in international frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among major societies.  The course emphasizes the attainment of relevant factual knowledge in conjunction with leading interpretive issues and historical evidence.  It builds on an understanding of cultural, institutional, and technological precedents that, along with geography, set the stage for human development.  Specific themes and periodization provide further organization to the course, along with the consistent attention to contacts among societies that form the core of world history. 
Grading Policy:

Grades are organized into categories and will be calculated as follows:


Essays 




25%

Unit Tests



25%


Quizzes



20%


Homework



20%


Classwork/Participation   

10%

Late Policy:
First day late = 15 points off

Second day late= 10 more points off

Third day and subsequent days late= 10 more points off

 

The above late penalty will go down to a zero after 10 days.

 

Expectations:
AP and IB classes are college level classes in a high school setting; they should not be mistaken for high school level classes.  Students choosing to take AP/IB classes are looking for a challenge that they are not necessarily getting from Honors level courses.  The expectations are higher and the work load is greater.  Additionally, students are expected to complete all components of assessment for AP and IB evaluation, including IB Internal and External Assessments, IB exams, and AP exams.  Students who do not meet this requirement will have to pay a portion of the examination fee: $15 for AP exams and $45 for IB exams.  Please note that oversleeping, forgetting about an exam, getting in traffic delays, and feeling ill without a doctor’s note are not accepted reasons for missing an exam or taking a late exam.

 

A student can expect their homework to take an average of 30 minutes to 1 hour, per class, to complete. Some classes have the regular homework of studying the material discussed in class and the time required for such homework will depend on the student.  Generally, AP and IB students should expect more: more learning, more work, more writing, more challenges, and more from themselves.

 

Academic Honesty:
Instances of academic malpractice will be taken very seriously. Malpractice includes the following:

a. Plagiarism

b. Collusion

c. Duplication of work

d. Any other behavior that gains an unfair advantage for a candidate or that affects the results of another candidate

 

If a teacher discovers evidence of student malpractice, they will first discuss the issue with the student.  If evidence of malpractice is found, the following will occur:

First Offense:

1) The parent will be contacted, and a formal administrative write-up will occur.  This write-up will serve as warning and will remain on file as documentation if any other instances of malpractice occur.

2) The teacher, parent, and student will discuss the seriousness of malpractice and the resulting effect on the class grade.  If the student is an IB student (either in Grimsley’s Diploma Programme or as a Grimsley Pre-IB student), the IB Coordinator will be notified and the malpractice will be placed in the student’s file.

3) The student earns a 0 class grade for the assignment. 

 

Second Offense:

1) The parent will be contacted, and a formal administrative write-up will occur.  This write-up will result in disciplinary action.

2) The teacher will notify the IB Coordinator, if applicable. The IB Coordinator will contact the student and his/her parents and decide if the student will be allowed to continue in the IB Diploma Programme at Grimsley High School.

Extra Credit: No individual extra credit will be allotted; there will be extra credit questions on the tests.
Opportunities For Assistance: Do not allow yourself to fall behind before seeking tutoring. It is always available.

Required Materials:


Three-ringed binder

Pencils & pens (dark ink)

Notebook paper

Outside of the Classroom:

Because of the demands of AP World History, it will be imperative that students perform outside reading and homework assignments diligently. Self directed learning will also be expected; students will be responsible for outside learning groups and requesting tutoring when needed.   

The AP Exam: 

The format of the exam is as follows:

Section 1:      A) 55 Multiple-Choice Questions (55 minutes)      45%

          B) 3 Short Answer Questions (40 minutes)
   20%

 

Section 2:      A) Document-based question (60 minutes)            25%
          B) Long Essay Question (40 minutes)                   15%
Primary Text: World Civilizations : The Global Experience, AP Edition. 5th Edition. Peter N. Stearns, Stuart B. Schwartz,  Michael B. Adas and Marc Jason Gilbert, 2007.

AP World Course Outline  (Based on 6 Historical Periods w/ % weight on AP Exam)

Period 1    to 600 B.C.E. - Technological and environmental transformations (5%) – 2.5 weeks
Period 2    600 B.C.E. to 600 C.E. – Organization of Human Societies (15%) – 5 weeks
Period 3    600 to 1450- Regional and Trans-regional interactions (20%) – 5.25 weeks
Period 4    1450-1750- Global Interactions (20%) – 5.25 weeks
Period 5    1750-1900- Industrialization and Global Integration (20%) – 5.25 weeks
Period 6    1900-Present- Accelerating Global change and realignments (20%) – 5.25 weeks
· For each period, expanded topical emphasis and student development strategies are included in the teaching along with additional emphasis on themes and the importance of periodization as an over-arching thematic.  The themes as they relate to the six periods of World History tie into the ability to analyze and write the required essays. 

· Essay Writing and Overview of Writing Assignments: The 4 A.P. World Historical thinking skills are permanent components of our writing curriculum:

1. Crafting historical arguments from historical evidence

2. Chronological reasoning

3. Comparison and contextualization

4. Historical interpretation and synthesis.

Short Answer & Essay Assignments:
Throughout the course, writing tasks are assigned to assess the growth of student knowledge in conjunction with the periodization and thematic developments of the various units of World History. Given that 55% of the AP Exam is written, students must become adept at writing reasoned, evidence based essay to expect to do well on the exam.
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