Spring 2020
Dear Parents and Students,


Welcome to Honors Biology.  The following items are attached:  a materials list, classroom rules, my expectations for classroom procedures, grading system and other information.  We will be going over this packet during our 1st class meeting, and I would encourage students to share our discussion with parents.


Students and Parents please fill out contact information clearly on the back of this page, and sign below once you have read this syllabus.  Students are expected to keep this syllabus in their notebooks for future reference.
Biology is a course required for graduation from high school by the state of North Carolina. I will be working hard to help each student be successful in this course.  I am dedicated to doing my part in helping your student do well on this test. But of course, ultimately, it is up to the student!

I anticipate a wonderful semester.  With our combined cooperation and effort, I know we will be successful.  I look forward to working with you this semester.  Please feel free to ask questions or contact me with any concerns.

Lisa Korty

I have reviewed all the information in the syllabus:
Student signature ____________________________________________________________
Parent signature ____________________________________________________________
Student Information Sheet

(PLEASE PRINT)
Name:________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mother’s name:_______________________________________________________________________________

Father’s name:________________________________________________________________________________

Guardian’s name:_____________________________________________________________________________

(if applicable)
Contact Numbers

Home:________________________________________________________________________________

Mom work &/or cell:________________________________________________________________


Dad work &/or cell:_________________________________________________________________

             Guardian work &/or cell:____________________________________________________________


(if applicable)

Email Contacts

Mom:_________________________________________________________________________________


Dad:__________________________________________________________________________________


Guardian:____________________________________________________________________________


(if applicable)

Are there any medical conditions/allergies I should be aware of?

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
PVA /CTE Area:____________________________________________________________________________

Weaver Academy

Honors Biology- Room 115
Lisa Korty
Honors Biology I 

Major topics of study include the ecology, cells, evolution, DNA, genetics and biotechnology.  

Course credit- 1 unit.
Textbook (provided)


Biology by Miller and Levine
Materials List

· Composition book (you may need 2 depending on how big you write) and pocket folder OR spiral notebook with pocket folder inside.
· 2 different colors of highlighters
(you may use more if you choose)


· glue sticks or tape- enough to last the entire semester/year (these may be given to teacher)
· dry erase markers 
· index cards- (optional) 2-4 packs OR you may use the Quizlet app 
Needed Classroom Supplies

· Tape dispenser refills

>Colored copier paper

>Clorox wipes
· Glue sticks


>Hand soap


>Dry erase markers



Classroom Rules
1. Be on time and prepared for class.

2. Observe all rules in the student handbook (i.e. no electronic equipment, food/drink in the classroom).
3. Be respectful of others and their belongings.
Consequences for not Meeting Classroom Rules
Warning, Student Conference, Parent Contact/Conference, and/or Office Referral.
Expectations

We will be covering a lot of material in one class period.   Students should come to class
on time and prepared to actively participate in the learning process.  All independent work submitted by the student should be their own.
Grading System 
1. Homework will be posted on the homework board.  It is the student’s responsibility to check for homework assignments daily.  Homework is due at the beginning of class and will be checked for completeness and accuracy.  If the homework is turned in after it has been collected it is late.  Percentage of grade- 10%
2. Tests/Projects- Unit Tests are comprehensive and critical thinking in nature.  Tests will usually (but not always) cover 1-2 chapters from the text.  Tests may contain review questions from previous chapters. Projects may be individual or small group and will involve research and presentation.  Percentage of grade- 45%.
No late projects will be accepted.
3. Quizzes- Some will be announced, and some may be unannounced.  You should always be familiar with the daily notes and vocabulary.  Biology success criteria sheets due at each benchmark.  Percentage of grade- 10%.
4. Remediation- test corrections must be done for each test and quiz.  Other assignments may be given following the benchmark exam.  Percentage of grade- 5%.  
5. Classwork/Labs/Notebooks (Composition/spiral books)- All notes, foldables, labs, classwork and homework should be kept in the composition book in chronological order and labeled correctly in the table of contents. Notebooks will be checked at the end of each unit.  Percentage of grade- 30%
6. Extra credit will be given periodically throughout the semester.  Points will be added to other assignments.  

No late work will be accepted (except with Korty Kash).  No late projects will be accepted.
KORTY KASH: 
 2 Korty Kash will be given each quarter.  These may be used as a bathroom pass, 10 points added to a quiz, lab, CW or HW assignment, or to turn in a late assignment.  Do not lose these as you will not get a replacement.  NO Korty kash may be used on Tests/Projects.  You may only use a total of 4 korty kash in the semester, therefore you may not give or receive Korty kash to be used on assignments/quizzes.
Honor Code
Weaver students are expected to demonstrate exceptional character.  As a reminder about the importance of integrity, students must agree to abide by our code of honor:

I will abide by the Weaver Honor Code.  I will not give or receive unpermitted assistance in the preparation of any work or assessment that is to be used by the instructor as the basis of grading. 

Additional Assessments


Students will be given 3 GCS benchmarks/interims to gauge proficiency prior to taking the EOC exam.  I will continually monitor your student’s performance each day both formally and informally in an effort to prepare them for their exam.  This will be done by questioning, discussions, projects, tests, quizzes, labs, homework, and class work.

Tutoring

Tutorial sessions are offered on Tuesday from 4:00-5:00 pm.  Tutorial is a requirement for any student making a “D” or less during the grading period.  Lunch tutorial is typically offered Tuesday/Thursday each week. Tutorial on other days/times are by appointment (in advance).  Students may bring food to lunch and after school tutorial sessions and clean up appropriately.  In addition, students may request a peer tutor from Mrs. Squire in the counseling office.  Peer tutorial is offered M-Th during lunch.  You must sign up to receive a peer tutor and schedule which day you prefer to meet. 
WISE (Weaver Intervention & Study Event) 
             A program designed to help students succeed. Participation in WISE is assigned by teachers to serve as tutoring time or study hall time. Students who need extra help in a particular class would report to the referring teacher. Other students who may need a quiet place to catch up on class assignments will report to Mr. Callicutt’s classroom (M2). WISE is held on Tuesdays through Thursdays from 12:15 to 12:45. 

Tardies

Students are considered tardy upon arrival into the classroom after the bell has stopped ringing and must check in with the attendance office. 
Attendance Policy


Students are limited to 3 absences (excused or unexcused) per nine weeks.  Any absence beyond 3 will require make-up time of 45 minutes for each absence.
Make-up Time


Arrangements for make-up time must be made within 3 days of return to school.  Students may make-up time during after school tutorial on Thursdays in the classroom, in WISE pm on Wednesdays in the media center, or with another teacher before/after school.
Make-up Work


Missed work resulting from an absence is expected to be made up within 3 days upon return of the absence.  All assignments given during an absence will be placed in the absence folder.  Always check this folder first before asking me.  It is up to the student to complete missing assignments and turn them in within the 3 days.  Any work turned in after the 3 days will be considered late work.  If there is a problem making up the assignments within the 3 days, you must discuss this with me before the 3rd day.  Any missing work will be given a grade of zero until the work is turned in.  Tests and quizzes are expected to be made up on the first day upon returning from an absence, unless the quiz was unannounced, or new material was missed in addition to the test/quiz.
Teacher Contact Information

 Parents may contact me during my planning block: 2:25-3:55pm, or before/after school at 370-8282.  My email address is KortyL@gcsnc.com.  Students may come by before/after school and during tutorial with any questions they may have.  
Emergency Procedures


Fire safety- exit quietly through the door closest to the bus drop off and exit the building.  Students will gather just past the chain link fence to await further instruction.


Tornado safety- exit quietly through the door by the sloth mural, go through curriculum facilitator’s office into the Kraack pot to await further instructions.

Lock down procedure- students will either enter teacher storage area or sit on the floor in the area under the homework board.  Students will remain quiet and await further instruction.  Teacher will close all blinds and lock doors. All cell phones are to remain in the phone boxes.
