8TH GRADE SCIENCE 

ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS

Temple Cantrell (336)370-8240 x3101
cantret@gcsnc.com
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What scientific topics will you study?

First Quarter:  Unit One-History of Life and Land, Unit Two Earth’s Water
Second Quarter:  Unit Three-Food, Energy & Ecosystems, Unit Four Evolution, Unit Five: Disease & Biotechnology

Third Quarter: Unit Five: Disease & Biotechnology, Unit Six-Matter, 

Fourth Quarter:  Unit Seven-Energy Resources, Unit Eight-EOG Review
How will my work be graded?

· weighted more than quizzes. Probably 1-2 tests per quarter and eight to nine quizzes.

· Labs/Classwork 30%-Four to seven labs per quarter and eight to ten classwork assignments. Labs are always grade on completeness and quality.  Most classwork will be graded on completeness and effort.

· Homework 15%-Ten to fifteen assignments per quarter. Most homework will be graded on completeness (70%) and the quality of the work (30%)

· Projects 10%-1-2 assignments per quarter.

Will there ever be a chance for extra credit to improve my grade?

Don’t count on it.  Most of the time, students want extra credit for one of two reasons.  Reason one, they didn’t do the work they were supposed to and are getting ready to earn a grade that will cause them problems.  Reason two, move it to 90.  I never give extra credit in either of these cases. On occasion, I may allow a quiz or test correction or assign some additional outside work that can be done, but it is voluntary.  If these opportunities occur, take advantage of them.
Will there be tutoring or study sessions available?

I am available on Wednesday afternoons.  Students must inform me in advance of their plans to stay.  They must have permission from a parent.  This can be a signed note or an email.  Students who show up at the end of school without notice will not be allowed to stay.  Students who consistently waste class time will not be allowed to stay for tutoring.
When staying for tutoring, students should come with materials and questions.  Tutoring is not a time to catch up on missing homework; it is a time for students to get help with material they do not understand or to prepare for assignments that are pending.

Ways I Communicate With Students and Parents

REMIND TEXTS Text @8cantrell to 81010 to sign up for this free service
PERIODIC EMAILS cantret@gcsnc.com (email me with student’s name & core in subject line to make sure I have your correct email and to receive updates throughout the year)
Supplies Need By All Students

· 1 Three-ring notebook, 1 1/2 inch.  
· Notebook Paper
· Bound Composition Book

· Blue or Black Pens.  

· Box of Tissue at least one per student
A Guarantee

If you complete and turn in all work I assign, pay attention in class, and give me effort then you will earn at least a C in my class.  That is my guarantee.  If for some reason we get to the end of the quarter and you have done all I have asked and have less than a C, I will raise your grade.

