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AP US HISTORY

COURSE SYLLABUS

Mr. Wade

Course Description: 


AP U.S. History is designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester introductory college or university U.S. history course. In AP U.S. History students investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and processes in nine historical periods from approximately 1491 to the present. Students develop and use the same skills, practices, and methods employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; developing historical arguments; making historical comparisons; and utilizing reasoning about contextualization, causation, and continuity and change over time. The course also provides eight themes that students explore throughout the course in order to make connections among historical developments in different times and places: American and national identity; migration and settlement; politics and power; work, exchange, and technology; America in the world; geography and the environment; and culture and society.
While the credit policies of individual schools of higher education vary considerably, the College Entrance Examination Board has established the following guidelines for Advanced Placement:

5 = Extremely well qualified

4 = Well qualified

3 = Qualified

2 = Possibly Qualified

1 = No Recommendation

The date of administration of the AP U.S. Examination is Friday, May 8, 2020
Grading Policy:

Grades are organized into categories and will be calculated as follows:


Unit Tests 



50%

Essays


             
20%


Quizzes



20%




Classwork/Homework

            10%

Extra Credit: 

I provide extra credit on every quiz and test. Do not ask for more extra credit.
Late Policy:

First day late = 15 points off

Second day late= 10 more points off

Third day and subsequent days late= 10 more points off

 

The above late penalty will go down to a zero after 10 days.

 

Expectations:

AP and IB classes are college level classes in a high school setting; they should not be mistaken for high school level classes.  Students choosing to take AP/IB classes are looking for a challenge that they are not necessarily getting from Honors level courses.  The expectations are higher and the work load is greater.  Additionally, students are expected to complete all components of assessment for AP and IB evaluation, including IB Internal and External Assessments, IB exams, and AP exams.  Students who do not meet this requirement will have to pay a portion of the examination fee: $15 for AP exams and $45 for IB exams.  Please note that oversleeping, forgetting about an exam, getting in traffic delays, and feeling ill without a doctor’s note are not accepted reasons for missing an exam or taking a late exam.

 

A student can expect their homework to take an average of 30 minutes to 1 hour, per class, to complete. Some classes have the regular homework of studying the material discussed in class and the time required for such homework will depend on the student.  Generally, AP and IB students should expect more: more learning, more work, more writing, more challenges, and more from themselves.

 

Academic Honesty:

Instances of academic malpractice will be taken very seriously. Malpractice includes the following:

a. Plagiarism

b. Collusion

c. Duplication of work

d. Any other behavior that gains an unfair advantage for a candidate or that affects the results of another candidate

 

If a teacher discovers evidence of student malpractice, they will first discuss the issue with the student.  If evidence of malpractice is found, the following will occur:

First Offense:

1) The parent will be contacted, and a formal administrative write-up will occur.  This write-up will serve as warning and will remain on file as documentation if any other instances of malpractice occur.

2) The teacher, parent, and student will discuss the seriousness of malpractice and the resulting effect on the class grade.  If the student is an IB student (either in Grimsley’s Diploma Programme or as a Grimsley Pre-IB student), the IB Coordinator will be notified and the malpractice will be placed in the student’s file.

3) The student earns a 0 class grade for the assignment. 

 

Second Offense:

1) The parent will be contacted, and a formal administrative write-up will occur.  This write-up will result in disciplinary action.

2) The teacher will notify the IB Coordinator, if applicable. The IB Coordinator will contact the student and his/her parents and decide if the student will be allowed to continue in the IB Diploma Programme at Grimsley High School.

AP Exam Format:

Section I — Part A: Multiple Choice | 55 Questions | 55 minutes | 40% of Exam Score

· Questions appear in sets of 2 to 5.

· You’ll be asked to analyze historical texts, interpretations, and evidence.

· Primary and secondary sources, images, graphs, and maps are included.


Section I — Part B: Short Answer | 3 Questions | 40 minutes | 20% of Exam Score

· Analyze historians’ interpretations, historical sources, and propositions about history.

· Questions provide opportunities for you to demonstrate what you know best.

· Some questions include texts, images, graphs, or maps.

· You’ll have a choice between two options for the final required short- answer question, each one focusing on a different time period.


Section II — Part A: Document Based | 1 Question | 60 minutes (includes a 15-minute reading period) | 25% of Exam Score

· Assess written, quantitative, or visual materials as historical evidence.

· Develop an argument supported by an analysis of historical evidence.

· The document-based question will focus on topics from periods 3-8.


Section II — Part B: Long Essay | 1 Question | 40 minutes | 15% of Exam Score

· Explain and analyze significant issues in U.S. history.

· Develop an argument supported by an analysis of historical evidence.

· You’ll select from one of three essay choices, each focusing on the same theme and skill but different time periods:

Outside of the Classroom:

Because of the demands of AP US History, it will be imperative that students perform outside reading and homework assignments diligently. Self directed learning will also be expected; students will be responsible for outside learning groups and requesting tutoring when needed.   

Opportunities For Assistance:


I will begin holding weekly after school tutorial sessions beginning the second week of school.  Which weekday these will be held will be determined after discussions with the students.  The day may vary to reflect both student and teacher schedules.  

Required Materials:


Three-ringed binder (2 inches)

Pencils & pens (dark ink)

Notebook paper

To Keep In Mind:


I see it as my responsibility to make this course as close to that of a college level history class. Student engagement enriches the learning experience: questions are both welcome and expected. Effort and reward are reciprocal. The more that you invest in the course, the more you can expect to get out of it.

Short Answer & Essay Assignments:

Throughout the course, writing tasks are assigned to assess the growth of student knowledge in conjunction with the periodization and thematic developments of the various units of US History. Given that 55% of the AP Exam is written, students must become adept at writing reasoned, evidence based essay to expect to do well on the exam.

Contact Information:

Students and parents may contact Mr. Wade using one of the following methods:

Email:
wadeb@gcsnc.com
Telephone:   336-370-8180
Course Materials:

Primary Text:

David M. Kennedy, Lizabeth Cohen, & Thomas Bailey. The American Pageant: A History of the Republic. (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2002).

Other Readings Drawn From:

Howard Zinn. A People’s History of the United States 1492 - Present. (New York: Harper Perennial, 1995).

Elliott J. Gorn, Randy Roberts, Terry D. Bihartz. (eds.) Constructing the American Past: A Source Book of a People’s History. Volumes I & II. (New York: Pearson Longman, 2005).

Joseph R. Conlin (ed.) Our Land, Our Time. A History of the United States: Primary Sources. (San Diego: Coronado, 1986).

Ben Ames Williams (ed.) A Diary From Dixie: Mary Boykin Chesnut. (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1980).

A variety of print & video primary source materials will also be drawn from other sources.

Review Text:

John J. Newman & John M. Schmalbach. United States History: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination. ( New York: Amsco, 2006).

DBQ Resources: 

All DBQs offered by college board since 1999 are available at the college board website.
Students must take care to remember that the test has changed when using past materials.
Course Thematic Overview:

The following themes are recurrent throughout human history and will be so as we progress through our survey of the history of the United States. Understanding of theses themes as well as raw fact will be constantly assessed through regular quizzes and reading checks, essays, & exams. 

APUSH Historical Themes:

1. American and National Identity

2. Work, Exchange, and Technology

3. Geography and the Environment

4. Migration and Settlement

5. Politics and Power

6. America in the World

7. American and Regional Culture 
8. Social Structures
APUSH Chronological Periods & Percentage Reflected on the Exam:
1. 1491-1607           4-6%
2. 1607-1754           6-8%
3. 1754-1800        10-17%
4. 1800-1848        10-17%
5. 1844-1877        10-17%
6. 1865-1898        10-17%
7. 1890-1945        10-17%
8. 1945-1980        10-17%
9. 1980-present        4-6%
Preparation for the Exam:

Maintaining pace with the readings, contributing to class discussions, and applying your best effort to the activities is essential to high marks in the class and, consequently, a strong grade on the AP Exam. If you keep in mind that this is a college level course in a high school setting and conduct yourself accordingly, you will do fine. I will hold regular office hours starting the second week of school. If you have any concerns or questions, I welcome you to come and see me. During the last several weeks preceding the AP Exam, we will use a portion of class time to review as well as conduct after school sessions based on student interest. 

