AP Psychology Course Syllabus & Class Expectations

I. Required Materials

A. There are two textbooks for this course.  The Myers text DOES need to be brought to class daily IF we are using that text for a particular unit {Myers, David, Psychology.  8th ed.  New York: Worth Publishers, 2007.}  The AMSCO text {Schallhorn, Charles D., AMSCO Advanced Placement Edition: Psychology. Des Moines: Perfection Learning, 2021.} DOES NOT need to be brought to class daily, as there is a copy of the text in Clever.  You WILL be reading these books daily.  Please see Roman numeral VI concerning controversial subject matter within the Myers text.

B. Students will also need nine pocket portfolios with clasps for collecting unit assignments.   Unit assignments will be turned in on test day and ALL of the unit portfolios will be reviewed at the end of the semester.  
C. Paper, pens, pencils, CHARGED Chromebooks, etc. should be brought to class everyday…you are SENIORS…and this should go without saying.

D. Headphones/Earbuds!  You should have these IN CLASS with you on a regular basis.

E. We will do A LOT of vocabulary/flashcards for this course.  AP Psychology is really a BIG vocabulary course.  However, it’s not enough to know the definitions…you have to be able to APPLY the terminology in situations, conditions, scenarios, etc.  This will make more sense as we progress through the course.  Therefore, you will need either LOTS of index cards OR you can write your applications on lined paper, that you will keep in your unit pocket portfolio.  Use whichever method you think will work best for you.  
F. ACCESS TO A PRINTER!  You’ll be printing out A LOT of stuff!  If you have a printer at home without ink, GET SOME.  If you have a printer at home without paper, GET SOME!  If you have neither, be prepared to spend a lot of time in the media center printing 😊
II. Grading

A. I use a points system for grading, with tests counting more points than quizzes, portfolios, applications, EdPuzzles, etc.   
B. Quizzes, announced and unannounced, will be given on a semi-regular basis.  I will also use quizzes to monitor mastery of chapter content prior to administering a BIG test.  
C. In addition to formal assessments (tests & quizzes), students will complete a variety of assignments and performance tasks designed to help them learn the course material.  These various learning tasks consist of the following:

1. Unit Portfolios- Written homework will be checked on a semi-regular basis and collected (in a pocket portfolio) on test days.  Portfolios will consist of all of the work/notes/activities completed throughout the unit.  These will be assessed on TWO criteria (1) Completion and (2) Accuracy on selected assignments.  Educational best practice supports the idea that students are responsible for their own learning…my job is to clarify concepts, guide instruction, facilitate the learning of course content, as well as create a positive learning environment.  It is up to students to ask questions based on their understanding of course assignments and activities, as well as use their Learning Objectives to guide them through the Unit!  For each unit of study, I will provide a study guide/learning targets.  This study guide is ongoing homework/classwork that is due on test day, along with the rest of the homework assignments.  It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with homework assignments until they are collected on test day.   ***SPECIAL NOTE: All homework must be handwritten (exceptions to this rule must be approved by the instructor)
2. Applications - AP Psychology could be described as one BIG vocabulary course.  Understanding the course vocabulary is crucial for success in my class and on the AP exam.  Each chapter has vocabulary terms students will write definitions and applications for.  Applications require the student to not only know the definition of the term, but also how to use the term appropriately as it applies to psychology.  Applications may be submitted on lined paper or on flashcards.  Applications must be handwritten.
3. Classwork exercises/Performance Tasks-  For each unit students will be assigned to a classwork group in which various activities will be completed.  Besides small group assignments, there will also be individual assignments and mini-seminars in which students are assessed based on their active participation.    

D. There will be a final exam grade which counts 20%.  
E. At the beginning of the semester, students will be given 3 grace passes.  Students can use these passes at their discretion, but late work WILL NOT be accepted without a grace pass.  If students do not use their grace pass(es), they can turn them in at the end of the semester for extra credit.  If history repeats itself, which it often does, I find that I have a high percentage of students absent on the days I collect applications.  Everyone seems to come down with the “due flu.”  Please don’t be that person.  If you’re out for an extended period of time due to medical reasons, that’s a different situation that will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.
III. Classroom Expectations

A. Absences

1. Everyone gets sick.  However, if a student is sick, it is their responsibility to make-up their missed assignments.  Upon a student’s return to school, he or she should see me before school, during lunch, or after school to inquire about make-up work…NOT DURING CLASS TIME.  Furthermore, if students aren’t too sick, they should check my course website/Canvas for missing assignments when they are absent from school.
2. The absence policy can be found in the GCS handbook. In short, GCS allows one day (+2) for making up learning from an absence.  For example, if you miss one class period, you have three days to make-up the missed work.  If you miss three blocks, you will have five days to make up the missed work/learning.  Please see the Weaver handbook for more additional information regarding absences.
B. Tardies…Don’t Be Tardy!!
1. First tardy= shame on you & go see Ms. Gurley
2. Second Tardy= shame on you again & go see Ms. Gurley
3. Third Tardy= what’s wrong with you, RUN…and go see Ms. Gurley
4. Fourth Tardy (and all subsequent tardy infractions) = See Ms. Gurley & WISE PM

5. Fifth Tardy(and all subsequent tardy infractions) = See Ms. Gurley & WISE PM

6. Sixth Tardy (and all subsequent tardy infractions? = See Ms. Gurley and administrative referral for ISS.
C. Classroom Rules/Expectations

1. YOU ARE SENIORS…YOU ALREADY KNOW THIS STUFF…BUT HERE GOES!

2. Follow all GCS rules

3. Follow my classroom rules:

a. Enter quietly.
b. Come to class prepared to learn.
c. ACTIVELY participate.
d. Follow instructions promptly.
e. Stay on task from bell to bell.

f. Respect EVERYONE.  Respect is not earned, it is given.
g. Maintain an electronic free zone- PHONE ARE TO REMAIN IN THE PHONE ZONE DURING CLASS!
h. No food, only water 😊
4. Cheating OF ANY KIND will not be tolerated.  If you are caught cheating, you, and the accomplice(s), will receive a zero on the assignment and your parents will be contacted.  What is cheating?  Well, even though we all know this is obvious, many students like to “claim” that they don’t know what cheating is.  Therefore, let me give you some examples:

a. Copying, or letting someone copy, answers of any sort…whether it’s a homework assignment or test

b. Taking credit for someone’s else’s thoughts or answers
c. Taking information from the internet without citing the source (such as copying and pasting)

d. Plagiarism of any kind

e. Working together on individual assignments.  Anything done OUTSIDE of my classroom is an individual assignment. 
f. Sharing test or quiz information with another AP Psychology class.  

g. Using any type of AI for work you are submitting for a grade.

D. Consequences For Not Meeting Classroom Expectations

1. Warning by teacher
2. Student Conference with teacher 
3. Parent Contact/Conference

4. Office Referral
*Some actions may lead to administrative referral immediately or being asked to leave class.
IV. Extra Help

A. Because you will be in college in less than a year, you need to start practicing collegiate habits, such as forming your own study groups/tutoring groups to help you learn the information.  However, I am certainly available for students who need extra help. I will announce days & times for extra help/office hours sessions once the semester gets started. 
B. Extra credit opportunities will be offered few and far between…this is a college level class and students are expected to perform well academically throughout the semester rather than cramming in extra credit points at the end of the semester.

C. The course Canvas page has great resources as well…make sure to login ASAP!   
V. Course Outline

A. Course Goals

1. To introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals.

2. To expose students to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology.

3. To learn about the ethics and methods psychologists use in their science and practice.

B. AP Psychology Course Topics

1. Scientific Foundations of Psychology
2. Biological Bases of Behavior
3. Sensation & Perception
4. Learning
5. Cognitive Psychology
6. Developmental Psychology
7. Motivation, Emotion & Personality
8. Clinical Psychology
9. Social Psychology
*Please see Roman numeral VI concerning controversial subject matter associated with AP Psychology.

VI. Controversial Subject Matter

A. The AP curriculum is meant to mimic an introductory psychology courses at the collegiate level.  The curriculum, and textbooks (Myers & AMSCO) do cover controversial topics.  Certain topics may cause students discomfort.  Some examples include addictions, depressions, eating disorders, gender identity, attractiveness, sexual motivation, marriage/divorce, and weight control.  All of these topics may potentially be on the AP Psychology Exam.

B. One topic that may perhaps cause you, and me for that matter, more discomfort than the students is human sexuality.  This topic will be minimally discussed in class.  When the topic does come up, it will only be discussed as it applies to the curriculum.  I am in NO WAY pursuing my own personal agenda or trying to persuade students to think one way or the other about ANY particular issues!  I firmly believe a teacher’s job is to educate…not indoctrinate!
C. Parents…please feel free to look through the textbooks and let me know if you have any questions about this.

VII. The AP Psychology Exam

A. The exam will be given on Thursday, May 9th.  Students MUST take the AP Psychology exam.
B. The exam consists of 100 multiple-multiple choice questions that account for two-thirds of the exam grade and a 50-minute free-response section made up of two essay questions that account for one-third of the exam grade.

Accessing the Course Canvas Website:
· I will be using Canvas for my course website/LMS this year.  My lesson plans and weekly agendas can be found on Canvas, and it is a COURSE EXPECTATION that students check their announcements & agenda DAILY!  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
**Please sign and return to Ms. Schicker**

I have read the AP Psychology syllabus and parent letter.  I agree to support these requirements and regulations set forth by my student’s teacher in conjunction with Guilford County Schools.  In addition, I will abide by the Weaver Honor Code.  I will not give or receive unpermitted assistance in the preparation of any work or assessment that is to be used by the instructor as the basis of grading.”  
Parent or Guardian: _____________________________ Date: ___________________  

Student:________________________________________ Date: ___________________




(PRINT YOUR NAME LEGIBLY!)

Special Note:  I communicate with parents primarily by email.  You may have already given me your email address, but JUST IN CASE, please provide it for me AGAIN!  Also, let me know of a phone number where you can easily be reached.  Thanks!  

In addition, If you want/need to know what your student is doing in my class on a daily basis, you are welcome to use their username and password for Canvas.  You can also create your own parent account.  Directions for doing this can be found on the Weaver website.  
Parents email address (please write clearly): ____________________________________

Parents contact number (please write clearly): __________________________________

*Please return this to me via your student.  Thanks!
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