
Middle College at GTCC – High Point
DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE
901 South Main Street
High Point, NC 27260
(336) 819 - 4111 
SYLLABUS

 Teacher:  Mr. Khan





Subject:  Honors Biology
Classroom/ Office:  Classroom H5 Room 314 

Office Hours:  Planning 
Phone:  1 (336) 819 - 4111 or by appointment

Text:   Miller, K; Levine, J.. Biology. Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education , Inc.2004. ISBN 013036701X
Pre-Requisites:  Middle School Sciences and Math.

Technology:  Canvas: https://idp.ncedcloud.org/idp/AuthnEngine#/authn
Course Description:

In Biology, students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving.  Students study a variety of topics that include living system’s life processes, cellular functions, molecular heredity, and biological evolution.  This course provides students with a conceptual framework, factual knowledge, and scientific analytical skills. This class will prepare students for the Biology objectives set by the North Carolina State Department of Instruction. Students will take a state assessment provided by the North Carolina End of Course Exam (EOC) to measure what students learn as a part of their final exam grade.
Objectives:  Students will:
1.  Gain an understanding for changes in cellular functions, enzyme catalyst interaction, DNA and heredity variations, evolution     with organisms, biotechnology, and ecology within our environment.   
2.  Apply mathematical and scientific knowledge and skills to solve quantitative, qualitative, spatial, and analytic problems. 
3.  Apply basic arithmetic and algebraic concepts. 

4.  Formulate strategies for the development and testing of hypotheses. 

5.  Use basic statistical concepts to draw both inferences and conclusions from data.   

6.  Identify implications and consequences of drawn conclusions. 

7.  Use manipulative and technological tools including a graphing calculator and sensors.  

8.  Measure, compare, order, scale, locate, and code accurately. 
Class Policies:

· Test Makeup: 

· Student will have opportunity to make up test grade using STEMscopes modules.
· Must attend a tutorial session during the student’s advisory period and before/after school. 

· Must retest within 5 school days. 

· Makeup Work: 

· Any absence (unless student is skipping class) should have 3 days to complete missing work.
· Absentee work is available online with student login. 

· If a lab can't be made up, student will be assigned an alternative assignment. 

Tutoring:  Is available before/after school and it is expected that you attend when you need help or fall behind.

· School Events:  

· Athletics, conventions, and field trips are not considered absences. 

· Students are expected to request assigned work before they are scheduled to miss school. 

· All work is due the day the student returns from the school event unless other arrangements have been made with the teacher. 

Class Rules:

· Students are expected to get seated and ready for lessons as soon as they enter the class. 

· Inappropriate use of electronic devices is not allowed when it disrupts the educational environment (i.e. Cell Phone – Social Media).
· Only one person at a time talking, except when you are doing group work or lab work.

· Stay in your lab stations and discuss only with your lab group. 

· NO food, candy or drinks in lab 

· Follow the instructions of teacher or written instructions. 

· All school/class rules and safety will be followed as stated in the student discipline code handbook.
Required Material:  Supplies:
Folder or 6 notebook dividers (Notes, Assignments, Labs, Journal, Tests & Quizzes, Data/Reference Miscellaneous), 3 ring notebook with lined paper and graph paper. Textbook, Scientific Calculator, Black pen for formal labs and #2 pencils are required.

Grading Criteria: 

Evaluating Topics    

            
Grading Scale


Weight











Term

Assignments


10%

90-100%
A

Quarter 1
40%

Portfolio (journal, notebook)
20%

80-89%
B

Quarter 2
40%

Labs and special projects
20%

70-79%
C

Final Exam 
20%
Participation & Tutoring
10%

60-69%
D

Final Grade
100%

Assessment (Test and Quiz)
40%

59%-Below
F



Homework:  Fall under assignments percentage points.  This category includes both works done at home and classroom evaluations that do not fit logically with the other criteria.  Classroom evaluations can include testing preparation activities, coming to class prepared each day, notebook/journal checks, and short quizzes over previous lessons. 

Late homework is allowed based on special circumstances at 70%.  An alternative assignment may be requested from the teacher.  Any work that is not turned in or made up in a reasonable time is treated as a grade of zero.  The ability to turn in work up to a week late for some credit (1 Day Late = 5 points deducted from grade; 2 Days Late  = 10 points deducted from grade; 3 Days Late = 15 points deducted from grade) is very generous.  Plan on making up missed in-class work during lunch or after school of the day you return from an absence.  

Literacy Read/Write Initiative:  In order to improve reading and writing skills of students we will use several types of reading and writing strategies related to Biology which will result in discussions toward environmental concerns.

Lab Activities:  Grades are assigned as follows for 20 points activity.

A=18-20
Complete data.  Well organized.  Questions and calculations are done correctly.

B=16-17
Data complete and somewhat organized or a few incorrect answers to questions/calculations.

C=14-15

Data complete but questions and calculations have many errors.

D=12-13
Did the experiment but data is incomplete or carelessly recorded.


Students need to practice safety guidelines written under safety sheet as a precaution during lab activities.

Test:  Periodic tests and quizzes are given over recent content.  On-line assessments and a final exam will also be given to prepare for state testing.  Tests include multiple choice items and/ or constructed response items.  Scores are based on the number points earned divided by the number of points possible.  The final exam is 20% of the whole class.  While other assessment fall in the 40% evaluating criteria per quarter.

Attendance:  Attendance is a requirement.  All students are expected to be in class.  Absences, cuts, and tardiness may have a negative impact on your grades due to missed instruction.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Syllabus Contract:  By signing on this page you and your parent state that you have read the syllabus for the Biology class and agree to the rules, requirements and, restrictions of this class. Please note that you will be held accountable for all of the information provided to you here.  I have read the classroom procedures and the safety contract and understand what is expected of my student for grade determination.

Student:



E-mail:



Advisory Room:

Date: 


Student Signature: ____________________________________

Parent/Guardian Print your name here: ____________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature: ____________________________________
Emergency phone number(s) where parent can be reached: ________________________


 Parent/Guardian: E-mail: 





 Phone:





 Parent/Guardian: E-mail: 





 Phone:





 Principal Signature:






