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Advanced 

Placement® 

The Basics

• AP® courses are college-level courses offered 

in high school

• Courses reflect what is taught in top 

introductory college courses

• Students take AP Exams at the end of  the 

course, measuring their mastery of  college-

level work

• A score of  3 or higher on an AP Exam can 

typically earn students college credit and/or 

placement into advanced courses in college 



AP® Courses @ HPC

• Arts: Music Theory, Studio Art: 2-D Design Portfolio

• English: English Language and Composition, English Literature and Composition

• History and Social Sciences: Human Geography, Psychology, United States 
Government and Politics, United States History, World History

• Mathematics and Computer Science: Calculus AB, Statistics

• Sciences: Biology, Environmental Science



AP® : The Benefits

• Students learn rigorous college-level content and skills

• Taking AP is valued in the college admission process

• AP courses are interesting and rewarding academic experiences

• Opportunity to earn valuable credit and placement in college



AP® Expands Students’ Options

• When students earn college credit through AP Exams, their options and 

opportunities expand:

• Move to upper-level college courses sooner

• Pursue a double major

• Gain time to study and travel abroad



AP® Exams

• AP Exams are administered by schools worldwide on set dates in May each year. 

• Exams are typically 2–3 hours and include:

• Multiple-choice questions

• Free-response items such as essays, problem solving, 
document-based questions and oral response

• The exam fee for 2019 is $94 per exam, this is covered by Guilford County Schools.  

• Please Note:  Students who fail to attend the AP Exam will be charged a $15.00 no show fee.



AP® Scholars 
Award

• The AP Scholar Awards recognize high school 
students who have demonstrated exemplary college-
level achievement on AP Exams. A roster of award 
recipients is provided online to their secondary 
schools and districts. Additionally, students are able 
to print a copy of their award certificate(s) online, 
and the awards are reflected on all score reports sent 
to colleges after awards are conferred.

Award Levels

• The AP Scholar Awards are academic distinctions 
for students to cite among their credentials on 
applications and résumés. Students do not receive 
any monetary award from the College Board.

Award Criteria

AP Scholar Granted to students who receive scores of 3 or higher on three or more 

AP Exams

AP Scholar with Honor Granted to students who receive an average score of at least 3.25 on all 

AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on four or more of these 

exams

AP Scholar with Distinction Granted to students who receive an average score of at least 3.5 on all 

AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on five or more of these 

exams

State AP Scholar Granted to the one male and one female student in each U.S. state and 

the District of Columbia with scores of 3 or higher on the greatest 

number of AP Exams, and then the highest average score (at least 3.5) 

on all AP Exams taken

National AP Scholar Granted to students in the United States who receive an average score of 

at least 4 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 4 or higher on eight or 

more of these exams



AP® : Resources Worth Exploring for 
Students and Families

• AP information: apstudent.collegeboard.org

• College and Career Planning: bigfuture.org

• Personalized feedback, practice and college planning based on your PSAT/NMSQT®

results: My College QuickStart™ www.collegeboard.org/quickstart

• AP credit policy information from colleges and universities: 
www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/home
bigfuture.collegeboard.org
http://www.collegeboard.org/quickstart
http://www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy

