Joe Hill   Room 304    hillj2@gcsnc.com


 Advanced Placement World History Course Syllabus





Key Concepts 

The Course is rooted in Key Concepts. Units and daily lessons are built upon these. Each of the 6 periods has different ones. These are found in the College Board Course description, starting on page 35. 
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-world-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf 
 


Course Themes:

We weave 5 Themes through the material. This allows us to make comparisons across time and place. These are found starting on page 17.

Interaction Between Humans and the Environment (ENV) 

Development and Interaction of Cultures (CUL) 

State Building, Expansion, and Conflict (SB) 

Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic Systems (ECON) 

 Development and Transformation of Social Structures (SOC)
AP History Reasoning Skills 
Skill 1: Contextualization Skill 2: Comparison Skill 3: Causation Skill 4: Continuity and Change over Time 
The course teaches these Habits of Mind and applies them in both the Writing Program (FRQs) and in the Stimulus-Based Multiple Choice (SBMC). Students will learn to think as a Historian.

Geographical Coverage 

Students need basic geographical knowledge in order to understand world history. The two maps on p. 33 of the Course Description, give students a starting point for identifying regions and their locations relative to other regions and landforms.. The AP World History course provides balanced geographical coverage with all five of these regions represented. Coverage of European history does not exceed 20 percent of the total course. Geospatial awareness is fundamental knowledge necessary for students to build an understanding of cross-cultural contacts, trade routes, migrations, etc., which constitute key concepts in the AP World History course. See Page 33 of the Course Description for the two maps.
The AP Exam

Students will take the national exam in mid-May. Scores will be available in early July. Passing scores are 3, 4, 5. The exam has 55 SBMC, 3 SAQs, 1 DBQ, and 1 LEQ. It takes 3 hours and 15 minutes. The AP Exam does not affect a students GCS grade for the course. Passing the exam qualifies the student for college credit.

Course Materials
Text

Stearns, Peter N., et al; World Civilizations: The Global Experience, fifth edition 

Supplements

Ethel Wood  Essential Coursebook, 3rd ed
Periodiization: Pacing of the Course

Considering our starting date and the date of the exam, I estimate 150 Teaching days.  Detracting from that may include inclement weather, school functions, etc. We will adjust as needed to be ready for the mid-May Exam.  Below is the breakdown of these days into the units. It is based on the weight % the College Board recommends for each unit.

BCE= “Before the Common Era”    and   CE= Common Era (after year 0)

Period 1 & 2   8000 BCE to 600 CE

20%

6 weeks (approx. 30 days)  

Period 3
          600 CE to 1450
 
20%

6 weeks (approx. 30 days)

Period 4           1450 to 1750

20%

6 weeks (approx. 30 days)

Period 5           1750 to 1900

20 %

6 weeks (approx. 30 days)

Period 6           1900 to the present

20%

6 weeks (approx. 30 days)

 How You

I. Productive: 50%

Earn Grades

Homework
25%




Classwork
10%




Projects

15%


II: Evaluative: 50%

Tests

40%


Quizzes

10%

Assignments missed due to absence:



· Use my website to download missed work

· check the make-up area to see if I have extra hand-outs
Missed Exams/Quizzes: schedule a time after school to do this.

assigned after this. You will receive my policy regarding missed work. It is also on the webpage.

Communication:

E-mail(best option): hillj2@gcsnc.com




Phone: 370-8180 ext. 2304

In Person:  see me after class, or after school

Materials:

3-Ring Binder (2 inches)    TEXT each day to class




Loose-leaf college-ruled paper

#2 pencils, blue or black ink pens; highlighter c

Purpose of the Course

Needed to graduate




Improve interpersonal relation skill

To be inspired by Human Greatness!


Improve your reading and writing 

Feel more comfortable speaking constructively in front of peers

To better connect current world events with past events

To become a more informed world citizen

Improve critical thinking ability

Appreciate diverse views, lifestyles, and cultures








Get to know yourself and peers better



Increase self-worth, esteem, sense of accomplishment

Develop a desire to learn about the world and to be a part of it

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-world-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf 

