High Point Central High School



Coach Richard Herman
Room Number: T20/T21
Phone Number: (336) 819-2825
hermanr@gcsnc.com
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
HONORS CIVICS & ECONOMICS

 Course Overview: Taken from www.ncpublicschools.org
Through the study of Civics and Economics, students will acquire the skills and knowledge necessary to become responsible and effective citizens in an interdependent world. Students will need a practical understanding of these systems of civics and economics that affect their lives as consumers and citizens. Furthermore, this course serves as a foundation for United States History. As informed decision-makers, students will apply acquired knowledge to real life experiences. When studying the legal and political systems, students will become aware of their rights and responsibilities and put this information into practice. The economic, legal, and political systems are balanced for presentation and, like other social studies subjects; this course lends itself to interdisciplinary teaching. The goals and objectives are drawn from disciplines of political science, history, economics, geography, and jurisprudence.
Instructional Strategy

With the many resources and tools that are available to us here at High Point Central High School, instruction within the classroom will be student centered.  This gives ownership and responsibility of learning to the student. This course will be centered on a more hands-on approach for students in which they will become facilitators.  Of course, classroom management will be oriented to allow for this to take place.  Disruptions of the learning process will not be tolerated and procedures outlined in the student handbook will be followed.
Grading Policy

Grading this year will appear like never before at High Point Central.  With the PowerSchool online portal, grades are continuously updated and assignments are updated on a frequent basis.  Parents can log in at anytime and see student grades in real time.  Consistent communication with parents is an expectation of educators at High Point Central.  This can be achieved through email, phone calls, or scheduling a conference.  I ask parents to meet with me either during my planning period (4th Period: 2:05-3:40) or after school.

Classwork/Participation     15%

This assessment will come from participation in class discussions or assignments through the PowerSchool Portal.  Students will be graded on the following assignments: bell ringers, bookwork, vocabulary practice, web-quests, reading guides, primary source activities, group activities, or tickets out the door.
Homework     10%
Students will have homework at least two to three nights a week.  If homework is late, it will be penalized.  This homework will serve as either an introduction into a new unit we will be covering the following day or could serve as a review for a unit we just have completed.  It is important for students to turn this in at the appropriate time, which is at the beginning of class.
Quizzes     25%

Quizzes will occur mainly for content and vocabulary purposes.  Students will have reading quizzes each week based upon assigned reading selections for homework.   There will also be a content quiz at least once a week unless we have a unit test that week.  Understanding the vocabulary and content of this course is very important to success in the course as well as becoming an informed citizen.  It is nice to understand terms we hear in the news everyday!
Tests/Projects      50% 
There will be multiple-choice tests for every unit established by the standard course of study. Please aware that students will be assessed on a weekly basis.  Essays will be another form of assessment. Essays are great ways of students showing levels of knowledge more deeply than what can be seen through standardized test results.  The writing topics will coincide with styles used for North Carolina Final Exam for Civics & Economics. There will also be individual projects as well as group projects for students to complete.  These usually will be comprehensive of a learning unit rather than a daily learning objective.  Rubrics will be provided for each project so students are aware of the project expectations.  These projects will be completed over an extended period of time and should be taken very seriously.
Late Work Policy

Assignments turned in late will be accepted but penalized daily.  For each day that a student’s work is late, it will be penalized a letter grade.  After four days, I will no longer accept the late assignment.  It is ultimately the student’s responsibility to make sure their work is turned in on time.  **If a student has a severe emergency arise, please let me know and I will be sure to work with them. **

Make-Up Work Policy:
All work missed when absent from school (except for tests, quizzes, etc.) will be placed in the appropriate MAKE-UP folder in my classroom.  It is the student’s responsibility to check with me concerning missed assignments.  Students will be allowed twice the number of days absent to make-up and turn in the missed assignment. (Example: 2 days absent = 4 days to make-up and turn in work).

Attendance

It is imperative for students to understand that attending class is essential to being successful in this class. Students are allowed to miss three days.  If a student misses more than three days, time can be made up before school/after school during tutoring.  Students who miss more than two consecutive days of class should expect a phone call to ensure the student’s academic success.
Bathroom Policy

Due to the abuse of bathroom privileges, students will be allowed Three bathroom passes per quarter.  If students are late to class, they will not be allowed to use a bathroom pass for that day.  Bathroom passes will be distributed on the first day of the grading period.  If a student has any type of medical condition in which they have to use the bathroom excessively, please notify me as soon as possible.
Required Materials

1. 3 Ring Binder

2. Clean, loose-leaf paper

3. Pencils

4. Pen

Student Signature: __________________________________________     Date: ___________

Parent Signature:  __________________________________________      Date: ___________

