Syllabus for Honors English I      2017
J. Wilson
Welcome to GTCC Middle College High! English I is designed to introduce you to different types and genres of literature while building the vocabulary needed to discuss and write about the works we read. I am very passionate about every story, poem, play, and novel(s) we will read, so be prepared to expand your mind, hone your skills, and use your imagination as we take this literary journey together. 
This course will include: 

Review of basic writing and grammar skills

Writing:  4 Modes of Composition

          Correct process and usage; combining and extending sentences
          Varying sentence structure; elaboration and significant detail, especially through 

         journal writing, essay writing, and presentations

Grammar:  Attack of weaknesses found in individuals’ writing.  Review of subject/verb 

agreement; pronoun-antecedent agreement; punctuation and capitalization; parts of 

speech/sentence; phrases and clauses.

Testing Preparation
Daily vocabulary study; weekly vocabulary tests

Test-taking skills; practicing timed writings and taking lengthy tests

Literature:
Elements and literary terms as applied to the following genres:

Short Story

Greek Epic Poetry:  The Odyssey
Greek Drama:  Antigone
Shakespearean Drama:  Romeo and Juliet
Modern Drama:  West Side Story or A Raisin in the Sun
Poetry

Novel: To be determined on time allowance, but possibilities include: The Hobbit, To Kill a Mockingbird, Great Expectations, and Jane Eyre.
Nonfiction:  Essays; Autobiography, Biography

Parallel/Supplementary Reading
Student-chosen works will be read outside of class for credit
Oral Presentations
Sharing ideas and writing with class (individually and in groups)
Materials list for English I

One three-ring notebook (dividers for SAT Vocabulary, Class Notes, and Current Homework suggested) or a spiral notebook and folder for loose-leaf paper
Loose-leaf paper, pens, and pencils
3 X 5 index cards for vocabulary flashcards (may cut in half)
Access to a typewriter or word processor should be arranged.  (Note:  The labs at school are freely available to students)

ADDITIONAL, SUGGESTED SUPPLIES:

A journal for free-writing 

A box or zippered bag for SAT vocabulary flashcards – or an O-ring
Correction fluid in a pen-type container

An inexpensive box of tissue for classroom use during the inevitable flu, cold, and allergy seasons

Please Help ensure your student’s success by encouraging him/her to follow class rules, especially the following:
· Be polite (to ALL classmates and to me)

· Listen carefully, work quietly, do not disturb others

· Respect others; be kind with your words and actions

· Raise your hand to answer or to ask a question (unless in seminar)

· Be prompt (come to class on time and turn in assignments on time)

· Be prepared (bring materials to class daily, read assignments, complete homework, be ready for class discussion, and demonstrate a positive attitude about learning)
By working together, we can help make your student’s year successful and meaningful!  

